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STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES: 2025

TOP PRIORITIES

1. Support legislation that establishes bold water supply targets for California to meet by

2040 and 2050, thereby increasing the State’s overall water supply resiliency for urban,
agriculture, economic, and environmental use, and significantly increases California’s
resiliency against all future weather conditions.

2. Oppose measures that would delay or halt the progress of the Delta Conveyance Project
or Sites Reservoir.

3. Support measures that would help streamline and modernize the permitting process for
water-related projects under the California Environmental Quality Act and the California
Endangered Species Act.

4. Support legislation that assists water agencies in establishing low-income water rate
assistance (LIWRA) programs, but includes all the following:

a. Flexibility for agencies to create a program the best suits their customers’ needs.
b. Exemptions for water agencies who already have their own LIWRA programs.
c. Protection from violations to Proposition 218.

5. Support legislation that deters water theft and protects critical public water infrastructure

WATER SUPPLY RELIABILITY
SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA (DELTA)

e Support a Delta conveyance project as well as other policies that recognize, maintain,
and advance the “co-equal goals” of providing a more reliable water supply for California
while also protecting, restoring, and enhancing the Delta ecosystem.

e Support the Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes (Voluntary
Agreements) process to create increase water flows and enhance the habitat for the
Delta region.

e Support programs and policies that address the multiple stressors impacting the health
of the Delta, including but not limited to:

o Water quality.
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o Wastewater discharges.
o Invasive species.
o Non-native species.
o Predation.
o Climate change.
e Support the Delta Conveyance Project, which:

o Contributes to improving the aquatic environment within the Delta to address

fishery issues, preservation of native species, and restoration of habitat.

o Improves water supply reliability within the Delta and outside the Delta, and
allows for better water management and planning for the 27 million California
residents who are currently dependent upon the Delta.

o Provides for improved water quality, with respect to reducing exposure to salinity
and naturally occurring organic compounds.

e Support measures that increase resiliency to critical levees in the Delta, where failure of
would have negative statewide impacts to water quality and supply.

e Support any actions that would help expedite the environmental permitting process for
the Delta Conveyance Project.

e Oppose legislative or regulatory attempts to either delay or stop the building of the Delta

Conveyance Project.

CONSERVATION AND WATER USE EFFICIENCY

e Support the development, implementation, and appropriate financial assistance tools for
cost-effective urban water efficiency programs.

e Support regulatory policies and funding that maximize efficient water use and reduces
water waste while also reflecting local conditions, financial impacts on customers,
demand hardening, and historic conservation investments.

e Support conservation and water use efficiency policies that recognize historical
investments in local supply development and conservation programs.

e Support the development, implementation, and appropriate financial assistance of cost-
effective agricultural water conservation and water efficiency programs, which should:

o Provide flexibility to California’s agricultural communities.

o Protect critical infrastructure.
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o Recognize each community’s widely varying climatic and economic
circumstances.
e Support measures that ensure water conservation and water use efficiency programs do
not diminish or otherwise affect the existing water rights of the entity engaged in water
conservation or water use efficiency.

e Support efforts to streamline and align reporting requirements prescribed in long-term

water use efficiency mandates.

e Support grant programs and other funding mechanisms to help water agencies meet the
Conservation as a California Way of Life regulations.

e Support legislation that makes the Conservation as a California Way of Life regulations
more equitable for inland regions.

e Support measures that help incentivize, but not mandate, outdoor water efficiency.

e Support legislation that will help water agencies meet the statewide ban of non-
functional grass turf for commercial, industrial, and institutional customers.

e Oppose legislative or regulatory attempts to drastically increase water conservation
mandates that are unachievable, unaffordable, and/or do not result in significant water
savings, but will ultimately have to be paid for by water agencies’ customers.

e Oppose legislation that attempts to undermine the agreed-upon system for water use
efficiency in California, SB 606 and AB 1668 (2018), without having conducted sufficient
studies and stakeholder engagement.

e Oppose legislation that would further decrease the indoor water use levels as listed in
SB 1157 (2022) without having conducted the significant studies listed in the legislation
for lowering the 2030 indoor water use standard.

GROUNDWATER

e Support practical implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA), including continued local control of groundwater uses.

e Support financial and technical assistance for the Groundwater Sustainability Agencies
(GSAs).

e Support science-based policies that protect groundwater basins from contamination, and
land use policies that preserve and protect groundwater recharge basins.

e Support expansion of conjunctive use management of groundwater and surface water

supplies.
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e Support additional state and local funding for groundwater management programs.

e Support increased use of stormwater and recycled water for recharge of groundwater
basins, in a manner that does not degrade groundwater.

e Support local control of groundwater uses and groundwater rights.

e Support efforts to maximize beneficial groundwater recharge, especially during high

storm events that will not impact downstream water users.

STORAGE

e Support the creation of additional economically feasible and environmentally sound
surface and groundwater storage facilities.

e Support policies to ensure that mitigation and project costs are the responsibility of the
project beneficiary, consistent with existing law.

e Support measures that expand water storage capacity above and below ground by four
million acre-feet, as set out in the California Water Supply Strategy (2022).

e Oppose measures that would delay or stop Sites Reservoir from beginning construction.

e Oppose legislative or regulatory attempts to delay or stop the Proposition 1 (2014)

storage projects.

LOCAL RESOURCE AND SUPPLY DEVELOPMENT
DESALINATION

e Support additional state and local funding for both ocean water and brackish water
desalination projects.

e Support policies to streamline the regulatory approval process of ocean desalination
projects.

e Support research and policies that minimize environmental impacts and reduce the
energy use of ocean desalination projects, and develop emerging technologies that will
make ocean desalination projects more cost-effective.

e Support measures that expand brackish groundwater desalination production by 28,000
acre-feet per year by 2030 and 84,000 acre-feet per year by 2040, as set out in the
California Water Supply Strategy (2022).
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e Support measures that assist California in determining locations for ocean desalination
projects that are cost-effective and environmentally appropriate, as set out in the
California Water Supply Strategy (2022).

GRAYWATER

e Support the development of standards for commercial graywater systems for both indoor

and outdoor use with the concurrent goals of protecting public health, water quality, and
expanding the utilization of greywater to displace potable water use.
¢ Oppose legislation that would mandate commercial graywater systems without

consideration of the effects to a water agency’s recycled water system.

POTABLE REUSE

e Support policies that treat potable reuse water as a resource and not as a waste,
including the possibility of a statutory definition that accomplishes this.

e Support additional state and local funding for both direct and indirect potable reuse
projects.

e Support additional research and regulations of direct potable reuse and how to safely
and effectively expand its use.

e Support streamlining of permitting to increase the use of potable reuse statewide to meet
state policy goals.

e Support measures that increase water recycle and reuse by at least 800,000 acre-feet
by 2030, as set out in the California Water Supply Strategy (2022).

SUSTAINABLE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

e Support the development of local, sustainable stormwater management plans that use or
mimic natural systems and address the effects of increased urbanization.

e Support the development of plans that achieve multiple stormwater benefits, including
the removal of pollutants, the replenishment of groundwater, habitat restoration, and
lowered energy use for the treatment and disposal of stormwater.

e Support additional state and local funding for sustainable stormwater management

programs.
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RESOURCE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT

e Support local control for planning management and use of water supplies to address
local needs and contribute to long-term sustainability.

e Support efforts that facilitate the development of local or regional conveyance facilities
that assist in providing more efficient distribution of water supplies, consistent with local

and regional planning activities. The mitigation and project costs of these local

conveyance facilities should be the responsibility of the project(s) beneficiaries.

e Support integrated planning while maintaining local control, among groundwater, surface
water, local water, imported water, stormwater and recycled water for improved flexibility
and new achievements in the management of water resources.

e Support measures that make comprehensive, basinwide planning more efficient and
easily attainable.

e Support data sharing efforts to maximize opportunities for voluntary water transfers,
collaboration, and advance locally supported conservation measures.

e Support policy initiatives that encourage the use of the most current scientific data and
analysis to provide enhanced flexibility for water project operations.

e Support administrative or legislative actions that deter metal theft, water theft, and
protect critical public water infrastructure.

e Support administrative/legislative actions that would require any future programs that
mandate specific reductions or reuse of ocean discharges consideration of the following:

o A cost-benefit analysis.
o Current use and demand for recycled water.
o Location and site constraints for reuse of ocean discharges.
o Available state funding.
e Oppose legislation or administrative actions that would require a water provider to store,

secure, and/or track data that is not germane to core district functions.
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WATER QUALITY
QUALITY

e Support watershed-based management and point source pollution control programs that
protect and improve surface and groundwater water quality for urban and agricultural
uses, as well as the environment.

e Support water quality policies and regulatory decisions that are timely, based on sound

science, and are cost-effective.

e Support continued state funding assistance to upgrade water and wastewater treatment
systems.

e Support legislative and administrative efforts to adopt cost-effective, science-based
drinking water regulations to help ensure the protection of human health from
constituents of emerging concern (CEC).

e Support funding for the CEC Action Fund to improve the State Water Resource Control
Board’s knowledge of CEC in waters of the state and drinking water.

e Support regulatory and legislative activities to ensure support for a fair and balanced
compliance and enforcement structure for potable and related water charges.

e Support policies that provide economically feasible and environmentally sound solutions
to both agricultural and non-point source run-off.

e Support policies that afford maximum local control of mandated consolidations through
State Water Board directives.

e Support legislation or administrative actions to reduce pharmaceuticals in wastewater
and receiving waters through take-back and other source control programs.

e Oppose efforts to legislate water quality standards that are more appropriately

promulgated through the scientifically-sound regulatory process.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
REGULATORY EFFICACY

e Support measures that achieve science-based regulatory goals while improving
regulatory certainty and predictability in the processes — including environmental review
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
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CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION

e Support voluntary integration of emissions reductions considerations into state and local
water resources planning.

e Support the voluntary inclusion and development of cost-effective renewable energy in
the delivery and treatment of water supplies and wastewater.

e Support policies that encourage the voluntary development of diversified local water

portfolios and that take into consideration the greenhouse gas emissions associated with
those supplies.
e Support policies that recognize, support, and credit the role of water conservation and

water use efficiency in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

ENDANGERED AND INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT

e Support efforts to modernize and improve the approaches within the California
Endangered Species Act that deal with habitat protection, restoration, and enhancement
consistent with principles of best available science, adaptive management, and flexible
implementation.

e Support legislation, regulatory actions, and funding for controls, mitigation, and

elimination of invasive species, including quagga mussels and striped bass.

GENERAL GOVERNANCE AND FINANCE
FINANCE

e Support legislation that financially incentivizes customers to invest in indoor and outdoor
water efficiency measures.

e Support funding measures related to water loss detection and rehabilitation of aging
pipelines that contribute to water loss.

e Support dedication of State funds to water infrastructure projects that are cost-effective,
provide long-term benefits to consumers, and where all the beneficiaries of projects are

paying their fair shares of those project costs.
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e Support funding that would allow the Constituents of Emerging Concern in Drinking
Water Program within the State Water Resources Control Board to begin
implementation, as outlined in S.B. 230 (2022).

e Support efforts to promote and secure funding for septic to sewer conversion projects
that mitigate impacts to groundwater and surface water supplies.

e Support administrative/legislative actions to increase issuance of revenue bonds for

Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund low-
interest loans to reduce state funding backlog; and reduce the lien parity, limitations on
future bond issuance, mandatory bond reserve requirements, and other burdensome
loan application requirements for agencies with high credit ratings (AA or better).

e Support administrative/legislative actions that would provide state funding or
reimbursement for enhanced physical and cybersecurity for water and power
infrastructure.

e Support legislation that assists water agencies in establishing low-income water rate
assistance (LIWRA) programs, but includes all the following:

o Flexibility for agencies to create a program the best suits their customers’ needs.
o Exemptions for water agencies who already have their own LIWRA programs.
o Protection from violations to Proposition 218.

e Oppose a tax, public goods charge, or other “fee” levied on water agencies for funding
broader public benefits without a direct and proportional benefit to Western Water
customers.

¢ Oppose any legislative or administrative attempt to restrict or redirect the use of special
district reserves, property taxes, or ratepayer revenues without a direct and proportional
benefit to Western customers.

e Oppose efforts to restrict the use of state revenue bonds to pay for infrastructure
projects that provide broad public benefits to the state.

e Oppose legislation that shifts responsibilities to local governments and special districts

absent funding or reimbursement (i.e., unfunded mandates).

TAXATION

e Support administrative/legislative actions to improve supply chain reliability for water

treatment chemicals and achieve tax-exempt status for all water treatment chemicals.
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e Oppose efforts that reduce access to or threaten the viability of tax-exempt municipal
bonds.

e Oppose efforts to reapportion property tax allocations by state or local agencies.

GOVERNANCE

e Support governance reforms of small water systems that chronically serves unsafe

drinking water, before assessing the need for outside revenues to address water safety
and reliability concerns.

e Support legislation that would establish more funding for county Local Area Formation
Commissions (LAFCO) to address dissolutions, make consolidations of water systems
that fail to provide safe, clean, and reliable drinking water, and complete municipal
service reviews.

e Oppose legislation that would arbitrarily force or restrict consolidations of special

districts.

WATER-ENERGY NEXUS
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

e Support efforts to help public agencies meet statewide energy efficiency goals.

e Support policies that encourage the establishment or continuation of and the removal of
obstacles for local funding mechanisms to facilitate energy efficiency.

e Support for increased state financial incentives and funding mechanisms for meeting
statewide goals related to green energy and zero-emission vehicles.

e Support for the empowerment of consumer demand-side management to allow
consumers to achieve the maximum benefits from time-of-use rates and other rate
structures.

e Support the availability of funding generated from any potential cap-and-trade revenues,
carbon fee, or climate change offset revenues for investment in water sector renewable
energy projects, energy-saving water use efficiency programs and alternative water
supply projects with lower embedded energy.

e Support efforts to increase the resiliency of the statewide electrical grid, which directly

affects the operation of water and sewer facilities.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY

e Support renewable energy legislation that acknowledges biosolids, biodiesel from fats,
oils, greases, and biogas (digester gas) as eligible renewable energy sources.

e Support energy production from the wastewater treatment process as a priority or
equally important status for any renewable energy legislation or programs.

e Support regulatory and legislative efforts to facilitate cost-effective net metering for

renewable and distributed energy generation by water and wastewater utilities.

POWER SHUTOFFS

e Support administrative or legislative actions that assist the water industry in addressing
the effects of wildfires and power outages, including the impacts of public safety power
shutoff events, which may include but are not limited to:

o Funding for emergency responses and planning.

o Improving the clarity and workability of regulatory requirements.

ENERGY STORAGE

e Support development of energy storage to optimize distributed generation.
e Support incentives to make battery storage more cost-effective and easily accessible for

public utilities.

HYDROPOWER

e Support policies that recognize all forms of hydropower generation as a source of
climate-friendly renewable energy that also benefits flood control, water supply, air

quality, and the economy.
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HUMAN RESOURCES
LABOR RELATIONS

e Support greater employer flexibility to maintain a safe and drug-free workplace.
e Support measures that promote efforts to advance workplace diversity, equity, and

inclusion.

e Oppose any legislation that would reduce local authority to resolve public employee
disputes or impose regulations of an outside agency.

e Oppose laws and regulations that unfairly penalize employers.

e Oppose any measure that would grant employee benefits that should be decided at the
local bargaining table.

e Oppose measures that would require special districts to pay erroneous retirement
benefits.

WORKERS COMPENSATION

e Support efforts to enact workers’ compensation that lowers employers’ costs while still
protecting workers.

e Oppose legislation that expands or extends any presumptions of occupational injury or
illness and support legislation that repeals the presumption that the findings of a treating
physician are correct.

e Oppose legislation that increases workers' compensation benefits without providing for

concurrent cost controls.

PENSIONS

e Support proposals that will help the state and local governments with their unfunded
pension liabilities, ensure that local government can continue to offer meaningful
benefits to employees while still providing the levels of service our customers expect.

e Support efforts to enact pension reform that lowers employers’ costs while still protecting
workers.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
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e Support funding for apprenticeships and education programs dedicated to water and
wastewater careers.

e Support collaborative efforts to promote mentorship and internship programs.

e Support initiatives and efforts to STEM/STEAM education related to the water and
wastewater industries.

e Support efforts to improve the educational and vocational skills of employees to help

them move upward in their field.

e Support measures that help promote awareness of water and sewer careers in K-12
schools.

e Support legislation that provides funding to local agencies for training, disaster

preparedness, and emergency planning and operations.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

e Support legislation that promotes and provides funding for increased ability to manage
technology, assistance in adhering to regulatory compliance requirements and reducing
the risk of cyber-attacks.

e Support efforts to ensure that the implementation of the Open and Transparent Water
Data Act is within the original intent of the legislation to provide state agencies and the
public with better, transparent data about water but does not jeopardize the safety,
operations, or public trust of water agencies.

e Support legislation that classifies utility workers as first-responders and essential
workers, which would allow them primary emergency access when disasters occur.

e Oppose efforts that would jeopardize sensitive water infrastructure data.

e Oppose legislation that increases the length of time public agencies are required to store

any audio or video recordings.

PUBLIC RECORDS REQUESTS

e Support legislation and policies that encourage streamlining of business processes for

responding to open records requests and that provide funding for these activities.
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e Support legislation and policies that encourage the use of modern technologies to
manage the lifecycle of public records.

e Support funding that helps public agencies digitize their physical public records.

e Support legislation that makes the economic disclosure and conflict of interest provisions
of the Political Reform Act more efficient and less burdensome to administer, while

furthering the purposes of the Act.

e Oppose legislation that would require public agencies to share information in public
settings that could be used by groups or individuals with malicious intent to compromise

the systems, services or private information of public employees or citizens.

OPEN AND TRANSPARENT MEETINGS

e Support legislation that modernizes the Brown Act and gives local municipalities the
ability to choose to continue allowing for members of a local elected board to participate
in meetings remotely without identifying their location or posting the agenda at their
location, and allowing the public to participate via telephone or other streaming platform.

e Support funding opportunities that encourage more public agencies to enhance their
facilities to provide livestreaming capabilities, remote public participation, and the ability
to store and share recorded meetings.

e Oppose attempts to place overly burdensome requirements on public agencies who are
working to provide increased access to public meetings, including requiring exhaustive
language requirements, documentation translations, or other measures that significantly

increases difficulty and costs in providing increased accessibility.

LOCAL CONTROL

e Oppose legislation that would restrict procurement practices or impact vendor
interaction.
e Oppose legislation that reduces local government control over cellular technology

infrastructure development, installation, and deployment.
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WV WE STE RN Powered by water. Driven by service. 14

WATER




	State legislative Priorities: 2025
	Top Priorities
	1. Support legislation that establishes bold water supply targets for California to meet by 2040 and 2050, thereby increasing the State’s overall water supply resiliency for urban, agriculture, economic, and environmental use, and significantly increa...
	2. Oppose measures that would delay or halt the progress of the Delta Conveyance Project or Sites Reservoir.
	3. Support measures that would help streamline and modernize the permitting process for water-related projects under the California Environmental Quality Act and the California Endangered Species Act.
	4. Support legislation that assists water agencies in establishing low-income water rate assistance (LIWRA) programs, but includes all the following:
	a. Flexibility for agencies to create a program the best suits their customers’ needs.
	b. Exemptions for water agencies who already have their own LIWRA programs.
	c. Protection from violations to Proposition 218.
	5. Support legislation that deters water theft and protects critical public water infrastructure
	Water Supply Reliability


