Support letter template on Delta Conveyance Project legislative package
Customize to highlight the impacts to your region and the legislator’s district.


Subject: Support for legislative package to streamline Delta Conveyance Project

Dear [Assemblymember / Senator XXX]:

I am writing to request your support for Governor Newsom’s legislative package seeking to fast-track the Delta Conveyance Project.

The Delta Conveyance Project aims to increase the long-term reliability of the State Water Project, which delivers water to communities across California through the State Water Project, including [Assembly/Senate District #], and is critical to our entire state’s economic success. On average, the water delivery system supplies about 30% of the water used in Southern California, and in wet years it delivers up to half of the region’s water supplies. 

[Insert specific example about why reliable water supply is important to your agency/business/group and the legislator’s district.]

The State Water Project is the fundamental backbone of California’s economy, supporting communities, industries, and ecosystems. It stores and moves high-quality, affordable water for 27 million people and 750,000 acres of farmland. The economic success of California is contingent on our state having a reliable water supply. The State Water Project has historically been one of those supplies. It is a cornerstone of our state’s water infrastructure.

But the aging State Water Project is vulnerable to climate change, earthquakes, and other threats. A recent report from the Department of Water Resources found that the State Water Project could see a significant decline in delivery capability over the next two decades, equivalent to nearly half a million acre-feet of water, enough to supply 1.7 million households.

Millions of California lives and jobs depend upon State Water Project deliveries, including nearly 7 million people from 1500+ disadvantaged communities across the state. 
[Insert what a decline in water reliability would mean to you and the legislator’s district.]

The Delta Conveyance Project proposes to modernize the State Water Project by enhancing its ability to capture and move more water in times of high flows in the watershed and convey that water to surface reservoirs and groundwater basins, improving California’s drought resilience. But its review and approval process has been hampered by red tape and delays, costing Californians – including those in [Assembly/Senate District #] – hundreds of millions of dollars, and hindering the state’s ability to address its water supply reliability challenges. 

The legislation proposed by Governor Newsom would expedite review of the Delta Conveyance Project – meaning lower costs, fewer delays, and better information so that our local water agencies can make decisions about funding the construction of this project. 

We can no longer afford unnecessary delay. We must not get distracted in either/or thinking – it is possible to protect all our valuable resources.

I strongly urge you to support the Governor’s package. 
